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PARTY ELECTION SYSTEM IN RUMANIA

e followinn revsrt pres-ats information from Rumanian nows-
paper and perioldical =rtizles on the party election system and re-
sults of party electionas,

Tlumeers in parentheses reler 4o cpuended sourcesJ

A meeting of the Cential Comiitiee o1 tne PMR (Rumanian Workers' rarty),
hel( on 23 and 24 January iy5.., escavlished the procedure for the election
of party officials, from th: rrimary orjmanisation to the regional committee
level, The main ain of the conference vas to stress party democracy, vhich
according to Morxiet-Leninist thervy is the rundamentel principle of party
organization. Subsequent plenary meetings decided to improve the organiza-
tional forms and methods o1 work and to increase the duties and responsibil-
itles of party members. !

The principle of party ucmocracy was promulgated in a decision adopted '
by the plenary session of' thc Central Cormittee of the PMR .directing party
organizations to develop along Soviet democratic lines, Democracy in varty
vork was defined as the “ectivizing of party masses and raising of thne Level
of' their conscicusness.,. ."

One of the mort siznificant measures in the development of internal party
democracy was the decisiun or the Central Committee of the PMR to have free
elections of purty officials. Elections were scheduled for 3 Deccmber 1950,
in conformity with Articles 22 and 28 of the PMR Statutes, which give each
voter the right to a sccrel and individual vote. (1)
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Criticism of Former Party Comittees

!
At the various Plenary sessions during 1950, political leaders discussed
problems of organizing production,

eéncouraging innovators, and appraising pro-
duction management. Examples of mistakeg o
were cited: During the election’ meeting at Vulcan, rarty members etrongly

criticized the activity of the old committee, the indifference it displayed
duriug general elections ; its failure to increagse labor productivicy, and ita

An immediate end to these errors was
re elected, with the result that Soviet
work methods were applied, (2)

At the election meating at the Polytechnical Institute, rarty members
criticized the old comnittee

perfect attendance, and better marks

gust Plant was also vigorously criticized, at the recent election conference,
because all normal party activities had been left to the secretary, who was
unable to cope with the amount of work.(3)

¥ organization bureaus, selected in ad-
vance those taking part in discussions, arranged for predetermined nominations,
and the like,

Those in charge of the meetings often violated t|
mocracy by confirming the aominations of candidates
gene.al membership, by rejecting suitable candidates,
individual vote count on obJectionable candidates.

he party's internal de-
without the consent of the
and by failing to take an
For exemple, at the meet-
Justice, the chairman of
Jected the renemination of the egitator. Prior

to & meeting of the Primary organization ot the Santierele Centrale ITB (ITB

Centra? Horkshops), the chairmen of the rresidium designated in advance the
11 members who were to take part in the discussion. Similarly, the CFR (Ru-

manian Railways) Grivita Rosie Workshops party members were uenied the right
to nominate candidates of their choéice.

Another failure of party democracy is 1llustrated by the party officialu
who dislike criticism, They prevent party members from indicating shortcom-
ings, on the pretext that criticism shakes the leader's authority., For ex-
ample, at the primary organization meeting of ¢
(Mirror Edterpriscs) of Bucharest, a member was

the secretary of the primary organization.

Serious violations of the Central Committee's q:
party democracy were committed in the de
to be sent to rarty conferences.
garded the right of the primary or,
conferences. Thus, in Grivita Ros
terprise of Bucharest) primary org
egates to the ralon conference.

irectives on internal
termination of the quota of delegates
Some raion committees in Bucharest disre-
ganizations to send delegates to the raion
e Ralon, the IREB (Regional Electrical En-
anization was denied the right to send del-

These violations of internal party democrac
litical training of activists, and even more )
the Central Committee's directives. (1)

Yy are due to insufficient po~-
to a lack of understanding of
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Type of New Officisls Elected

Newly elected officials are, in most cases, leaders in production, in-
novators, men who enjoy the esteem and confidence of the people. Many of the
old comnittee members who showed qualities of leadership were also re-elected.
However, the majority of thogse elected are new men with healthy spirit and
strong devotion to the party.

Although a mumber of undesirable elements were removed, reactionary can-
didates st1ll won in some cages, Thus, at the mlection party committee at the
National Printing House, party members unmasked and expelled from the party for-
mer legionnaires who tried to break the unity of the working class » 88 well as
those who had shown nationalist tendencies. Furthermore, in some primary or-
ganizations the gpirit of revoluticnary vigilance had not been aroused suffic-
lently. At the Uniunea Muncitorilor Cooperative, a member of doubtful past had
been elected as delegate. Similar incidents had occurred at other enterprises ’
where new elections had to be held to replace ineligible candidates.(1)

Results of the Flections

It wao generally agreed that the system of electing rather than appoint-
ing party nfficials led to a growth of the party classes and to an improvement
in teaching techniques. Political agitation among the people improved consid-
erably, and the primary organizations made increased efforts in agitation work
and instruction of agitators.

Another result of the 1950 electicns was increased propaganda work. In-
terest in this work was manifested by the increased number of members enrolled
in party courses -- 64 percent of all party members, in comparison with the 48
percent enrolled ip 1950.

At the same time, elections drew a greater nurbe. of members into the life
of the party. In the past, members of primary organizations did not have specific
tasks assigned to them and, therefore, took no active part in party life. How-
ever, after elections, the number 6f active party members increased to 10,000 in
the Buchareat muoicipal organization, At the Industrial Bumbacului (Cotton In-
dustry Enterprise) the number of active party members increased 130 percert, snd
et & match factory the number increased 100 percent.

In the primary organization at Dynamo, vhere only a few members vere ac-
tive at meetings vefore the elections, nearly 100 members s out of the 250 present,
spoke at meetings after the elections. They criticized the shortcomings of the
bureau and secretary of the primary organization, made concrete suggestions for
improved production proresses, and requested removal of domineering members of
the “wureau.

At the meeting of the primary organization at Vagile Roita, only a few mem-
bers used to participate in the discussions, and they were alvays the same ones.,
After elections, however, 15 out of the 30 present spoke in criticism of existing
conditions. There are many examples of improved attendance even at the general
meetings of the primary organizations. In the primary organizations at Grivita
Rosie and Formarea Trepurilor only 50 percent of the party members attended the
meetings before the elections , whereas since December 1950, 75-90 percent of the
members attend regulirly,

Still enother achievement of the elections was the increase in the number
of members who paid their dues regulerly. For example, at Steauas Rosie the numbex
of members paying dues on time increased from 63 percent to 80 percent. Similarly,
at Armstura the number increased from 73 percent to 93 percent.
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Another item of importance
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lated party diseipline or who were of bourgeois origin.

considerable improvement in the

The new party officials strengthened the
party leadership and
of the rank and file.

retary of the Gheorghiu
being vain and for doing unsatisfactory work;
prove his methods and to reorganize the entire
in an orderly fashion.

The raion committe
tions 1s another direct

es' increased supervision
result of the 1950 elections,

conferences of the party criticized the pPrimary organiz

social composition of the
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was the removal of individuals vho had vio-

This action brought
rarty leadership..

spirit of responsibility in
gave the activists a deeper understanding of the demands

the first sec-
elections for

88 & result, he began to im-
bureau of the raion committee

over primary party organiza-

Delegates at the raion

Dethods of leadership and the lack of permanent liaison

mittees and the primary organizations,
through the instructors of the committee,

Liaison had be

ations' bureaucratic

between the raion com-

en maintained only
and usually in a hurried manner,
Since the elections, the secretaries and other members of the

raion committee

bureaus have vigited regularly the primary orgarizations and given them ag-

sistance,(1)

SQURCES
1. Bucharest, Lupta de Clasa, Nov/Dec 1951
2. Bucharest, Scanteia, 18 Nov 50

3. Ibid., 19 Nov 50
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